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26 September 2024 

 

MINUTES 
 

Ordinary Council Me e ting  
 
 

Date : Wednesday 25 September 2024 
Time : 3:00pm 
Ve nue : Council Chamber 
 92 Nelson Street, Nhill 
 

Council: Cr Brett Ire land – Mayor  
Cr Wendy Bywaters – Deputy Mayor 
Cr Melanie  Albrecht 
Cr Debra Nelson 

 Cr Robert Gersch 
 Cr Ron Ismay 
 
Office rs : Monica Revell – Chief Executive  Officer 

Petra Croot – Director Corporate  & Community Services 
Ram Upadhyaya – Director Infrastructure  Services 

 
The recommended decisions in all reports on this agenda are  not prohibited 
decisions as defined in clause  111 of the  Election Period Policy. 
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1 ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY & LIVE STREAMING 
STATEMENT 

 
Cr B Ire land opened the  meeting at 3:00pm by acknowledging the  Indigenous Community 
and by reading out the live  streaming statement. 
 
 
2 APOLOGIES  
 
Petra Croot (Director Corporate  & Community Services)  
 
 
3 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
A Councillor or Officer with a conflict of interest in an item on the Agenda must indicate  that 
they have a conflict of interest by clearly stating:  
 

• the  item for which they have  a conflict of interest; 
• whether the ir conflict is  ge ne ra l or mate ria l; and  
• the  circumstances that give  rise to the conflict of interest.  

 
Declaration of material or general conflict of interest must also be advised by Councillors 
and Officers at the commencement of discussion of the  specific item. 
 
 
4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the  Minute s  of the  Ordinary Council Me e ting  he ld  on We dne sday 28 Augus t 2024 
a t the  Council Chambe r, 92 Ne lson Stre e t Nhill, as  c ircula te d  to Councillors  be  take n 
as  re ad  and  confirme d. 
 
MOTION: CRS R Ge rsch/R Ismay  
 
That the  Minute s  of the  Ordinary Council Me e ting  he ld  on We dne sday 28 Augus t 2024 
a t the  Council Chambe r, 92 Ne lson Stre e t Nhill, as  c ircula te d  to Councillors  be  take n 
as  re ad  and  confirme d. 
 
CARRIED 
Attachment Number: 1 
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5 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Nil. 
 
 
6 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS RECORDS 
 
Re spons ib le  Office r: Chief Executive  Officer 
Attachme nt Numbe r: 2 
 
Introduction: 
As required under S33(9) of Hindmarsh Shire  Council’s Governance  Rules, the  attached 
Assembly of Councillors Records are  presented as attachments to the  Council agenda for 
the  information of Councillors. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council note s  the  Asse mbly of Councillor Re cords  as  pre se nte d . 
 
MOVED: CRS R Ismay/D Ne lson 
 
That Council note s  the  Asse mbly of Councillor Re cords  as  pre se nte d . 
 
CARRIED 
Attachment Number: 2 
 
 
7 PLANNING PERMITS 
 
Nil. 
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8 REPORTS REQUIRING A DECISION 
 
8.1 END OF YEAR FINANCIAL REPORT AND PERFORMANCE STATEMENT FOR 

THE YEAR ENDED 30 J UNE 2024 
 

Re spons ib le  Office r: Chief Executive  Officer 
Attachme nt Numbe rs : 3 – 4    
 
Introduction: 
The purpose  of this report is  to provide  Council with the  audited End of Year Financial 
Report and Performance Statement for the  year ended 30 June  2024 and for Council to 
adopt the  statements pending no material change to the  reports presented. 
 
Discuss ion: 
The Local Government Act 2020 requires a resolution of Council to adopt the  In-Principle 
Financial Statements and In-Principle  Performance Statement. The Act also requires a 
resolution of Council to appoint two Councillors to sign these  documents in the ir final form 
on behalf of Council, under Section 99 (2) and (3). 
 
The Financial Report and Performance Statements were prepared in accordance  with the 
requirements of the  Act and the  applicable  accounting standards. Copies of the Statements 
were  provided to Crowe (external auditor acting for the  Victorian Auditor-General’s Office). 
The audit of the  Statements has now been completed. 
 
The Financial Report and Performance Statements were  presented to Council’s Audit and 
Risk Committee  meeting on Wednesday 18 September 2024, with the recommendation 
being, pending no material change to the Statements, that Council approve In-Principle  the 
Financial Statements and Performance Statement for the year ended 30 June 2024 and 
authorise  any two Councillors to sign the  Financial Report and Performance Statement in 
the ir final form. 
 
At the  Audit & Risk Committee  meeting held on Wednesday 18 September the  Committee 
recommended, pending no material changes to the  Statements that Council approves in 
principle  the  Financial Statements and Performance Statement for the  year ended 30 June 
2024, and authorises any two Councillors to sign the  Financial Statements and 
Performance Statement in the ir final form. 
   
Once finalised and certified by Council, the Auditor General will prepare  the formal report 
on the Financial Report and Performance Statements for inclusion in Council’s Annual 
Report 2023/2024. 
 
The 2023/2024 Financial Statements show a comprehensive  deficit of $3.846 million which 
includes loss on the  valuation of footpaths and Kerb and Channel of $2.949 million following 
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a revaluation completed in 2024 by a qualified external contractor. 
 
Total revenue for the  financial year was $19.927 million, a decrease of $3.665 million from 
the  previous financial year. The decrease is  due to Council rece iving the 2023/2024 
Financial assistance  grants in advance  before 30 June 2023. 
 
Total expenditure for the  financial year was $20.824 million, an increase  of $1.31 million 
from the previous financial year. The increase  can be attributed to an increase in 
depreciation to account for completed capital projects, a repayment of community care 
grant funding received in the previous financial year but not fully expended at the 
conclusion of de livering the  services, a significant increase  in the  running costs of plant 
and equipment, increases in the costs of materials, an increase in the  Workcover premium, 
as well as increasing kerbside  recycling costs. 
 
As at 30 June 2024, Council he ld $11.612 million cash at bank. This is  higher than 
2022/2023 due to the redemption of long-term deposits  and a number of grant funded 
capital works projects not be ing complete . 
 
Capital works expenditure  was $7.239 million for 2023/2024, a decrease  of $1.863 million 
from 2022/2023. This is  due to several vehicles ordered in 2023/2024 not be ing able  to be 
delivered until 2024/2025, not rece iving funding to complete  works on roads damaged in 
the  October 2022 floods, and several grant funded projects not be ing complete  including 
the  Llew Schilling Silo. 
 
Options : 
Council must comply with its obligations under the Local Government Act 2020 by passing 
the  resolutions required by Section 99. Council has the  option of nominating which 
Councillors certify the  Financial Statements and the Performance Statements or appoint all 
Councillors to certify with any two Councillors to sign. 
 
Link to Council Plan: 
Theme Four:  
Good governance practices – ensure compliance  with the Local Government Act 2020. 
Long-term financial sustainability – continue  to focus on responsible  financial management 
in budgeting and long-term financial planning. 
 
Financia l Implica tions : 
There  are no unbudgeted financial implications in this process. The statements outline 
financial performance for the previous year but costs for the ir production are part of normal 
operating expenditure . 
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Risk Manage me nt Implica tions : 
Stra te g ic  Risk De scrip tion Risk Manage me nt Discuss ion 
Financial Sustainability Council to monitor expenditure  during the  financial year to 

ensure that the Council remains financially sustainable . 
End of Year Financial Report presents Council position as 
at 30 June . 

Governance External audits ensure oversight of Council’s compliance  
under the  Local Government Act 2020. 

 
Re le vant le g is la tion: 
Local Government Act 2020 
 
Community e ngage me nt: 
N/A 
 
Ge nde r e quality implica tions :  
This process does not have  a direct and significant impact on the community, therefore a 
Gender Impact Assessment is not required under the Gender Equality Act 2020.  
 
Conflic t of Inte re s t: 
Under section 130(2) of the  Local Government Act 2020, officers providing advice  to 
Council must disclose any conflict of interest, including the  type of interest. 
 
Officer Responsible  – Monica Revell, Chief Executive  Officer 
In providing this advice  as the  Officer Responsible , I have no disclosable  interests in this 
report. 
 
Author – Petra Croot, Director Corporate and Community Services 
In providing this advice  as the  Author, I have  no disclosable  interests in this report. 
 
Communications  Strate gy: 
Following signing of the  final form of the  Statements, the  Statements will be  included in 
Council’s Annual Report for 2023/2024 as well as be ing available  on Council’s website . 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That, pe nding  no mate ria l change s  to the  Sta te me nts , Council: 

1. approve s  in  princ ip le  the  End of Ye ar Financia l Re port and  Pe rformance  
Sta te me nt for the  ye ar e nde d  30 J une  2024; and 

2. authorise s  Mayor Cr Bre tt Ire land  and  De puty Mayor Cr We ndy Bywate rs  to 
s ign the  End of Ye ar Financia l Re port and  Pe rformance  Sta te me nt in  the ir final 
form. 
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MOVED: CRS R Ge rsch/D Ne lson 

That, pe nding  no mate ria l change s  to the  Sta te me nts , Council: 
1. approve s  in  princ ip le  the  End of Ye ar Financia l Re port and  Pe rformance

Sta te me nt for the  ye ar e nde d  30 J une  2024; and
2. authorise s  Mayor Cr Bre tt Ire land  and  De puty Mayor Cr We ndy Bywate rs  to

s ign the  End of Ye ar Financia l Re port and  Pe rformance  Sta te me nt in  the ir final
form.

CARRIED 
Attachment Numbers: 3 – 4 

9 COUNCIL COMMITTEES 

9.1 ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Re spons ib le  Office r: Chief Executive  Officer 
Attachme nt Numbe r: 5 

Introduction: 
The following Hindmarsh Shrie  Council Advisory Committees held meetings on the 
following dates: 

• Rainbow Township Advisory Committe e
Genera l  meeting on 19 August 2024

A copy of the minutes for this meeting is included as an attachment for the information of 
Council. 

Ne xt Ste ps : 
Advisory Committee  Minutes will be  published on Council’s website . 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council note s  the  minute s  of the  Rainbow Township  Advisory Committe e  
me e ting  he ld  on 29 J uly 2024. 

MOVED: CRS R Ismay/M Albre cht 

That Council note s  the  minute s  of the  Rainbow Township  Advisory Committe e  
me e ting  he ld  on 29 J uly 2024. 
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CARRIED 
Attachment Number: 5 
 
 
9.2 AUDIT AND RISK ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Re spons ib le  Office r: Chief Executive  Officer 
Attachme nt Numbe r: 6 
 
Introduction: 
The Hindmarsh Shire  Audit and Risk Advisory Committee  held a meeting on 18 September 
2024. The purpose  of this report is  to note  the  minutes of this meeting, including 
endorsement of the Financial Report 2023/2024 and Performance Statement 2023/2024. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
 
That Council note s  the  minute s  of the  Audit and  Risk Committe e  me e ting  he ld  on 18 
Se pte mbe r 2024.  
 
MOVED: CRS M Albre cht/D Ne lson 
 
That Council note s  the  minute s  of the  Audit and  Risk Committe e  me e ting  he ld  on 18 
Se pte mbe r 2024.  
 
CARRIED 
Attachment Number: 6 
 
 
9.3 COMMUNITY ASSET COMMITTEES 
 
Re spons ib le  Office r:  Chief Executive  Officer 
Attachme nts  Numbe rs : 7 – 12  
 
Introduction: 
The following Hindmarsh Shire  Community Asset Committee  held a meeting on the 
following dates: 
 

• Rainbow CIVIC Ce ntre  Community Asse t Committe e  
Annual meeting on 20 August 2024 (Attachment 7) 
General meeting on 20 August 2024 (Attachment 8) 

• Wimme ra  Malle e  Pione e r Muse um Community Asse t Committe e  
General meeting on 20 August 2024 (Attachment 9) 

• Yurunga Home s te ad  Community Asse t Committe e  
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General meeting on 26 August 2024 (Attachment 10) 
A copy of the  minutes for each meeting are  included as an attachment for the information 
of Council. 
 
Additionally in accordance  with financial reporting requirements, this report presents the 
following documents: 

• Rainbow CIVIC Centre  Community Asset Committee  Financial Report 2023-2024 
(Attachment 11) 

• Antwerp Hall Community Asset Committee Financial Report 2023-2024 
(Attachment 12) 

 
This report also notes the resignation of Matthew Steen from the  Wimmera Mallee  Pioneer 
Museum Community Asset Committee . 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council: 

1. note s  the  minute s  of the  following  Community Asse t Committe e s : 
a ) Rainbow Civic  Ce ntre  annual me e ting  he ld  on 20 Augus t 2024: 
b) Rainbow Civic  Ce ntre  ge ne ra l me e ting  he ld  on 20 Augus t 2024; 
c) Wimme ra  Malle e  Pione e r Muse um ge ne ra l me e ting  he ld  on 20 Augus t 

2024; 
d) Yurunga Home s te ad  ge ne ra l me e ting  he ld  on 26 Augus t 2024; 

2. note s  the  following  financia l re ports : 
a ) Rainbow CIVIC Ce ntre  Financia l Re port 2023-2024; 
b) Antwe rp  Hall Financia l Re port 2023-2024. 

3. note s  the  re s ignation of Matthe w Ste e n from the  Wimme ra  Malle e  Pione e r 
 Muse um committe e . 
 

MOVED: CRS R Ismay/W Bywate rs  
 
That Council: 

1. note s  the  minute s  of the  following  Community Asse t Committe e s : 
a ) Rainbow Civic  Ce ntre  annual me e ting  he ld  on 20 Augus t 2024: 
b) Rainbow Civic  Ce ntre  ge ne ra l me e ting  he ld  on 20 Augus t 2024; 
c) Wimme ra  Malle e  Pione e r Muse um ge ne ra l me e ting  he ld  on 20 Augus t 

2024; 
d) Yurunga Home s te ad  ge ne ra l me e ting  he ld  on 26 Augus t 2024; 

2. note s  the  following  financia l re ports : 
c ) Rainbow CIVIC Ce ntre  Financia l Re port 2023-2024; 
d) Antwe rp  Hall Financia l Re port 2023-2024. 

3. note s  the  re s ignation of Matthe w Ste e n from the  Wimme ra  Malle e  Pione e r 
Muse um committe e . 



HINDMARSH SHIRE COUNCIL        
COUNCIL MEETING  MINUTES  25 September 2024 
  

  

 Page  12 of 12 

 
CARRIED 
Attachment Numbers: 7 – 12  
 
 
 
10 LATE REPORTS 
 
None. 
 
11 MEETING CLOSE 
 
Cr Brett Ire land declared the meeting closed at 3:12pm. 
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