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26 September 2018

To Councillor,

“as addressed”

NOTICE is hereby given that an ORDINARY MEETING of the Hindmarsh Shire Council

will be held at the Supper Room, MECCA, Rainbow on Wednesday 3 October 2018,

commencing at 3.00pm.

Greg Wood

Chief Executive Officer

AGENDA

1 . Ac k now le dgeme nt of the  I ndigenous Communit y a nd  Ope ning P ra ye r

2 .  Ap ologie s

3 . Confirm a tion of Minute s

4 . Dec la ra tion of I nte re sts

5 . Public  Q ue s tion Time

6. Deputa tions

7. Corre s ponde nce

8. As s e mbl y o f Councill ors

8 . 1 R e c o r d   o f   A s s e m b l y 

9 . Pla nning Pe rmi t Re ports
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No report

1 0 . Reports  Requiring a D e c is ion

10.1 Audit Committee

10.2 Urgent Works – Propodollah Netherby Road

10.3 Rail Freight Alliance

1 1 . Spec ia l  Commi tte es

1 1 . 1 Y u r u n g a   H o m e s t e a d   C o m m i t t e e 

1 1 . 2 N h i l l   T o w n   C o m m i t t e e 

1 2 . Late Re ports

No report

1 3 . Other Business

1 4 . Confide ntia l  Ma tte rs

No report

15. Meeting Close
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1 . AC K NOW LEDGE MENT OF THE INDIGE NOUS COMMUNIT Y AN D

OP ENING PR AYER

Acknowledgement of the Indigenous Community

We acknowledge the Shire’s Indigenous community as the first owners of this country.

We recognise the important ongoing role that indigenous people have in our community

and pay our respects to their elders and people both living and past.

Opening Prayer

Dear Lord,

We humbly request your blessing upon this Council and welcome your guiding presence

among us.

May our decisions be taken wisely and in good faith, to your glory and the true welfare of

the citizens of the Hindmarsh Shire.

2 . AP OLOGI ES

3 . CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Minutes of the Special Council Meeting held on Wednesday

19 September 2018 at the Council Chambers, 92 Nelson Street, Nhill as circulated to

Councillors be taken as read and confirmed.

Attachment: 1

4 . DECLARATION BY COUNCILLORS OR OFFICERS OF ANY DIRECT OR

INDIREC T INTEREST IN  ANY IT EM O N THE  AGE N D A.

 Direct;  o r

 In d ire ct  inte rest

 a )   b y clo se  a sso ciat io n ;

 b )   th a t  is a n  in d ire ct f in a ncial in te rest;

 c )   b e cau se  of  conf lictin g d u tie s;

 d )   b e cau se  of  rece ip t  of  an  a pp lica b le  gif t;

 e )   a s a  co n se qu en ce of  be co m in g a n  inte reste d p a rty;  o r

 f )   b e cau se  of  an  i mp a ct o n  reside n tia l a me n ity.
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Declaration of direct or indirect interest must also be advised by Councillors at the

co mm en cem e nt  of  d iscu ssion of  th e  sp e cif ic ite m .

5. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

6 . DEP UT ATIONS

No deputations



HINDMARSH S HIRE COUNCIL    
COUNCIL  MEETING                               AGENDA                                         3  O C T O B E R   2 0 1 8 

5

7. CORRESPONDENCE

7.1 GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE

Res ponsible O ffic e r: Chief  E xe cu tive  Off icer

No correspondence.

8 . AS SEMBL Y O F COUNCILL ORS

Responsible Officer: Chief Executive Officer

Attachment: 2

Introduction:

The attached Assembly of Councillors Records are presented as an attachment to the

Council agenda for the information of Councillors and recorded at the Council meeting as

required under s80A Local Government Act 1989.

Options:

1. That Council accepts the Assembly of Councillors Records as presented.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council accepts the Assembly of Councillors Records as presented.

Attachment:  2
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9 . PL ANNING  PERMITS

No report
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10. REP ORTS  REQUIRING  A DECISIO N

10.1 HINDMARSH SHIRE COUNCIL AUDIT COMMITTEE

Res ponsible O ffic e r: Director Corporate and Community Services

At tac hme nt: 3

Introduction:

The Hindmarsh Shire Council Audit Committee held its general meeting on

13 September 2018. The purpose of this report is to note the minutes from this meeting.

A  cop y  o f  th e  m i n u t e s   is  includ e d  a s  an  a tta chm e nt  fo r th e  info rma tio n of  Co un cil.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council notes the minutes of the Hindmarsh Shire Council Audit Committee

general meeting held on 13 September 2018.

Atta chm en t: 3



HINDMARSH S HIRE COUNCIL    
COUNCIL  MEETING                               AGENDA                                         3  O C T O B E R   2 0 1 8 

8

10.2 URGENT WORKS – PROPODOLLAH-NETHERBY ROAD

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure Services

Attachment: 4

Introduction:

This report seeks Council approval to carry forward $37,700 from the 2017/2018 budget

for Major Culverts to replace the failed guardrail safety system on the Propodollah-

Netherby Road culvert.

Discussion:

Recent inspections of Council’s bridges and major culverts has revealed that the guardrail

safety system on the Propodollah-Netherby Road culvert has failed and urgently needs to

be replaced to ensure the safety of road users.

The culvert is located on the on the Propodollah-Netherby Road approximately 125m

north of Dry Dam Road. Propodollah-Netherby Road primarily services local farming

properties with vehicle activity increasing during harvest, including truck movements. With

a trafficable width of approximately five metres, the guardrail is designed to protect

motorists from exiting the road into the dry creek bed approximately three meters below.   

The majority of the timber posts have split or are rotted and are no longer effective,

rendering the guardrail beyond repair. Sections of the guardrail barrier beams are also

damaged from vehicle impact, and the height of the barrier and the end terminals also do

not meet standards. 

Officers have received a number of quotations with the lowest price being $37,700 (GST

inclusive) for the replacement of the guardrail with a system compliant with current

standards.

Council’s 2017/2018 budget for Major Culverts was underspent by $40,000. This report

recommends carrying forward $37,700 from this budget to fund the replacement of the

guardrail on the Propodollah-Netherby Road culvert.

Options

Council can choose to:

1. Carry forward $37,700 from the 2017/2018 budget for Major Culverts (ledger 20251)

to replace the failed guardrail on the Propodollah-Netherby Road culvert; or

2. Not carry forward $37,700 from the 2017/2018 budget for Major Culverts (ledger

20251) to replace the failed guardrail on the Propodollah-Netherby Road culvert.

Link to Council Plan:

2.1 Well maintained physical assets and infrastructure to meet community and

organisational needs.
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Financial Implications:

This report seeks approval to carry forward $37,700 from the 2017/2018 budget for Major

Culverts (ledger 20251), it is unlikely that these works will have any impact on the

2018/2019 budget if approved.  

Risk Management Implications:

The condition of the guardrail on the Propodollah-Netherby Road culvert poses an

unacceptable risk to motorists at present. Works staff have placed warning signs and

webbing to highlight the hazard to motorists until a permanent repair occurs.  

Conflict of Interest:

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council

must disclose any interests, including the type of interest.

Officer Responsible and Author – Shane Power, Director Infrastructure Services

In providing this advice as the Officer Responsible and Author, I have no disclosable

interests in this report.

Communications Strategy:

The community will be informed of pending works via Councils Facebook page.

Next Steps:

Officers will confirm award of works to the contractor who submitted the lowest quote and

schedule works to occur as soon as practicable. 

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council approves the expenditure of $37,700 for urgent works required for the

installation of a replacement guardrail on the Propodollah-Netherby Road culvert,

funded from the 2017/18 carry forward from ledger 20251.

Attachment: 4
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10.3 RAIL FREIGHT ALLIANCE

Responsible Officer: Director Infrastructure Services

Introduction:

The Rail Freight Alliance is an advocacy body for investment in rail infrastructure

throughout Victoria. This report discusses the role of the Rail Freight Alliance for Council’s

consideration in whether to maintain its membership with the alliance.

Discussion:

The Rail Freight Alliance (the Alliance) recently presented to Council at a briefing,

prompting Councillors to request a report for their consideration in whether or not to

continue its membership with the Alliance. Council did not include an amount for

membership of the RFA in its 2018/19 budget and wrote to the RFA on 20 April 2018,

notifying them that Council would be withdrawing from membership from 1 July 2018.

Established in 1997, the Alliance has a membership comprising 24 councils from across

Victoria including rural, regional and metropolitan councils. The Alliance’s remit is to

advocate for:

 Rail standardization of all key rail lines in Victoria

 Upgrading and connecting to a National Rail Freight Network

 A competitive, independent and open access rail freight system

 Seamless freight logistics that will facilitate efficient rail freight movement

The Alliance has published a number of reports and submissions including:

 Murray Basin Region Freight Transport Project Position Paper

 Submission to the Port of Melbourne Lease Transaction Bill

 Submission State Budget

 Submission to Infrastructure Victoria Draft Strategy

 Submission to Infrastructure Victoria - Second Container Port Advice

 Rail Freight Alliance Policy Statement 2018

The Alliance does not appear to advocate for passenger rail or other modes of transport.

It is widely recognised that heavy vehicles associated with the transport of grain and

minerals from the Wimmera Mallee is severely impacting the performance and safety of

local roads, especially ‘c class’ roads managed by the State. The Alliance (and other

groups) advocate for investment in rail freight projects including rail gauge standardization,

multi modal schemes and freight terminals to accommodate greater freight on rail. It is

difficult however to measure the level of influence the Alliance (and other advocacy

bodies) has on State and Federal investment in rail freight infrastructure.

In addition to the Alliance, Hindmarsh Shire Council is a member of many regional

advocacy and planning groups related to transport including:
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 Western Highway Action Committee;

 Wimmera Southern Mallee Regional Transport Group; and (more broadly) with

 Wimmera Development Association and the Wimmera Southern Mallee Regional

Assembly; and

 Western Rail

In July 2018, the State Government released the Victorian Freight Plan, Delivering the

Goods, which identifies a number of priorities for freight infrastructure investment. The

State Government has also established ‘Freight Victoria, a dedicated, specialist freight

division of Transport for Victoria to coordinate the development of an efficient freight and

logistics system for Victoria’ (transport.vic.gov.au).

With the establishment of Freight Victoria and through existing advocacy groups, effective

advocacy for investment in freight related infrastructure for the benefit of the Hindmarsh

Shire farming community and road users can be achieved without the Rail Freight

Alliance. It is therefore recommended that Council not renew its membership with the Rail

Freight Alliance.

Options:

Council can:

1. Renew its membership with the Rail Freight Alliance; or

2. Not renew its membership with the Rail Freight Alliance.

Link to Council Plan:

1.1.6 Continue to engage with our farming community on road and road related

infrastructure maintenance and improvements.

2.1 Well maintained physical assets and infrastructure to meet community and

organisational needs.

3.4 Transport solutions that support the needs of our communities and businesses.

4.1 Long term financial sustainability.

Financial Implications:

Membership to the Rail Freight Alliance has increased this year to $3,000 per annum plus

GST ($2,000 plus GST in 2017/18). Council did not include funding for the RFA in its

2018/19 Budget.

Risk Management Implications:

Should Council decide to not continue its membership to the Alliance, there is a low risk

that investment in freight infrastructure for the benefit of Hindmarsh Shire farmers and

road users will be jeopardised.

Conflict of Interest:

Under section 80c of the Local Government Act 1989 officers providing advice to Council

must disclose any interests, including the type of interest.
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Officer Responsible and Author – Shane Power, Director Infrastructure Services

In providing this advice as the Officer Responsible, I have no disclosable interests in this

report.

Communications Strategy:

Officers will inform Rail Freight Alliance of Council’s decision.

Next Steps:

Councillors and officers continue to advocate for investment in freight related infrastructure

for the region. 

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council not renew its membership with the Rail Freight Alliance.
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1 1 . SPECI AL CO MMITTE ES

11.1 YURUNGA HOMESTEAD COMMITTEE

Res ponsible O ffic e r: Directo r Co rpo rate and Community S e rvices

At tac hme nt: 5 

Introduction:

The Yurunga Homestead Committee held its meeting on 16 August 2018. The purpose of

this report is to note the minutes from this meeting. A copy of the minutes is included as

an  a tta chm e nt  fo r th e  info rma tio n of  Co un cil.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Council notes the minutes of the Yurunga Homestead Committee meeting held

on 16 August 2018.

Atta chm en t: 5

11.2 NHILL TOWN COMMITTEE

Res ponsible O ffic e r: Directo r Co rpo rate and Community S e rvices

At tac hme nt: 6 

Introduction:

The Nhill Town Committee’s scheduled meeting for 20 August 2018 was cancelled due to

lack of quorum. The purpose of this report is to note the formal letter received from the

Nhill Town Committee with a list of motions. A copy of the letter is included as an

a tta chm e nt  fo r th e  info rma tio n of  Co un cil.

RECOMMENDATION:

That Counci l  notes  the formal letter from the Nhill Town Committee.

Atta chm en t: 6
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1 2 . L ATE  REP ORTS

No report

1 3 . OTHER BUSINES S

1 4 . CONFIDENTI AL REP ORTS

In accordance with Section 89 (2) of the Local Government Act 1989, Council may close

the meeting to the public if items to be discussed are deemed confidential, that is, if the

item s to b e  d iscu sse d  re lat e t o :

a )   P e r s o n n e l   m a t t e r s ; 

b )   T h e   p e r s o n a l   h a r d s h i p   o f   a n y   r e s i d e n t   o r   r a t e p a y e r ; 

c )   I n d u s t r i a l   m a t t e r s ; 

d )   C o n t r a c t u a l   m a t t e r s ; 

e )   P r o p o s e d   d e v e l o p m e n t s ; 

f )     L e g a l   a d v i c e ; 

g )   M a t t e r s   a f f e c t i n g   t h e   s e c u r i t y   o f   C o u n c i l   p r o p e r t y ; 

h) Any other matter which the Council or Special Committee considers would

p r e j u d i c e   t h e   C o u n c i l   o r   a n y   p e r s o n ;   

( i )   a   r e s o l u t i o n   t o   c l o s e   t h e   m e e t i n g   t o   m e m b e r s   o f   t h e   p u b l i c . 

N o   c o n f i d e n t i a l   r e p o r t s . 

1 5 . MEE TING CLOS E


